Liverpool. His household took the Sabbath day very seriously. According to John, the only activity permitted other than those focussed on religion, was botany, as it was considered a sufficiently harmless and unexciting pastime. John's plant guide must have been well used for it was missing the English key to plant names at the back, with the result that he developed both an early passion for botany, exploring in particular the sand dune ecosystems from Hightown up through Formby, and an unusually early engagement with Latin taxonomy.
A pupil of Merchant Taylor's School, Crosby, John went on to read natural sciences (specialism botany) at Clare College Cambridge, graduating in 1958. Whilst in Cambridge he was strongly influenced by the teaching of (Sir) Harry Godwin, who at the time was in the process of developing methods in palynology to study the history of the British Flora, and also was introduced to the complexities of tropical botany by E.J.H. Corner, who encouraged a generation of students to follow careers in the study of tropical rain forests. After graduation John spent a short while teaching at Repton School in Derbyshire, where he developed his classroom skills. It was while he was teaching that he started conducting his own research (c. 1961-1963) throughout his retirement, and in particular it was during this time that he developed the system "Classifynder" to achieve his longterm aim to enable the automated identification of fossil pollen.
John was unafraid to develop theories involving a number of strands and steps, and in debating theory with him as a student, you learnt how to construct arguments and how to probe and test their internal consistency in explaining phenomena. John was not a "me too" type of scientist and there was an originality to his thinking such that he was happy to tackle novel problems. His lengthy and pio- It was our privilege to have John as a mentor and a friend, he will be missed, but he leaves a dynamic legacy.
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